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Outline 1. Revised BSE standards (Terrestrial Code)

a) Transition process: where are we?
b) Official recognition of BSE risk status

i. Members/zones recognised as having a negligible or controlled BSE risk 
status

ii. New applications
iii. Annual reconfirmations

2. Revision of Scrapie s tandards (Terrestrial Code)
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Transition process: 

where are we?

1. Revised BSE standards (Terrestrial Code)
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May 2023 November 2023 May 2024 November 2024

General Session: adoption 
of new BSE standards and a 
delayed use of 1 year

Members already 
having an official BSE 
risk status

Trade 
recommendations

New applications for 
official recognition of 
BSE risk status

After General Session: full 
implementation of 2023 
Terrestrial Code BSE standards

Annual 
reconfirmation: 
use 2022 form1

Annual 
reconfirmation: 
use new form2

• Annual reconfirmation

Surveillance/Risk 
management

• If an indigenous case of 
classical BSE occurs in a 
cattle recently born in a 
negligible/controlled BSE 
risk country or zone

May 2025

General Session: adoption of official 
BSE risk status in accordance with 
2023 Terrestrial Code BSE standards

Transition period

In accordance with 2022 Terrestrial Code BSE 
standards

In accordance with 2023 Terrestrial Code BSE 
standards

1 Members can voluntarily share their actions taken or 
planned in adapting their BSE risk management 
measures and BSE surveillance system

2 New form will be shared in SCAD September 2023 
meeting report
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Official recognition of BSE status:  

Members/zones recognised as 

having a negligible or controlled 

BSE risk status

1. Revised BSE standards (Terrestrial Code)
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• Negligible risk Members: 53
• Negligible risk zones: 3
• Controlled risk Members: 4
• Controlled risk zones: 2

No applications evaluated in 2023
No suspension of official status in 2023

i. Official recognition of BSE status: Members/zones recognised as having a negligible or controlled BSE risk status
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Official recognition of 

BSE status:  

New applications

1. Revised BSE standards (Terrestrial Code)
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• ad hoc Group on evaluation of BSE risk status: 1-3 October 2024 (TBC)
• Applications to be sent at least two months in advance

• Applications for Bovine spongiform encephalopathy aka BSE- WOAH

ii. New applications

https://www.woah.org/en/disease/bovine-spongiform-encephalopathy/#ui-id-2
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2024 Applications and onwards:

• Entire BSE risk assessment (entry, exposure, consequence and risk estimation)

• Surveillance requirements shifted from a point-based system to targeting bovines 
that show signs on the clinical spectrum of BSE 

• Importance of awareness and training programmes and evaluation procedures of the 
surveillance system (including criteria to submit samples for testing for BSE)

• Starting date to be determined by ad hoc Group on evaluation of BSE risk status, 
based on information provided, which could be either eight years prior to the date of 
recognition (negligible risk) or on the date of recognition of controlled risk status.

ii. New applications
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Official recognition of 

BSE status:  

Annual 

reconfirmations

1. Revised BSE standards (Terrestrial Code)
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• Focuses on changes in risk mitigation practices throughout the industry (industry 
practices, audits, legislation, surveillance, etc.)

• Reports of atypical BSE cases

• Provide data on the number of animals reported to the Veterinary Authority for 
suspicion of BSE and tested

• Change in the focus area and level of depth of reporting for reconfirmation of official 
BSE-risk status: We do not expect serious difficulties or non-compliances.

• Reconfirmation of BSE risk status- WOAH

iii. Annual Reconfirmations

https://www.woah.org/en/disease/bovine-spongiform-encephalopathy/#ui-id-2


13

Revision of Scrapie 

standards 

(Terrestrial Code)

2. Revision of Scrapie standards (Terrestrial Code)
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Chapter 14.8. Scrapie:

1. The most recent update was adopted in 2011. Upon Members’ requests, the current 
Chapter has been circulated for comments.

2. At its February 2024 meeting, the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission 
considered all comments and agreed to Terms of Reference for an ad hoc Group who will 
revise Chapter 14.8 ‘Scrapie’ taking into consideration some Member comments already 
sent on some specific issues. 
The Commission reminded Members that this revision will be comprehensive to ensure it 
reflects the latest scientific knowledge. 
The requested consideration of diagnostic tests on live animal and testing for genetic 
resistance to scrapie as valid methods for ensuring the safe trade of sheep and goats will 
be considered by the ad hoc Group and the Biological Standards Commission.
The ad hoc Group meeting was held at the end of April and further updates will be 
available after the September Commissions’ meetings.

3. Deletion of definition for ‘greaves’, following adoption of ‘protein meal’ in 2023

2. Revision of Scrapie standards (Terrestrial Code)



12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France
T. +33 (0 )1 44 15 19 49
F. +33 (0 )1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.org
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Thank you
• For more information please contact: 

disease.status@woah.org

• Terrestrial Code: www.woah.org/terrestrial-code 
 
• SCAD reports: www.woah.org/scientific-commission 

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
mailto:disease.status@woah.org
http://www.woah.org/terrestrial-code
http://www.woah.org/scientific-commission


16BSE surveillance guidelines

• AIM: Support WOAH Members in the 
implementation of a BSE surveillance system.

• PROVIDE:

• overview of the clinical s igns of BSE.

• criteria for targeted BSE surveillance.

• overview of the components  of a credible BSE 
surveillance system.

• reading and training material.

Bovine spongiform encephalopathy aka BSE- WOAH
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/07/ang-book-bse-guidelines-07072023-final.pdf

https://www.woah.org/en/disease/bovine-spongiform-encephalopathy/#ui-id-1
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/07/ang-book-bse-guidelines-07072023-final.pdf


17Starting date

Born during the period when 
the risk of recycling BSE is 
negligible 

Born before the period when 
the risk of recycling BSE is 

negligible 

Bovines and commodities pose a different risk regarding BSE

Starting date
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